New president and vice-president of Conference challenge the
Church

In her address to Conference the newly inducted president, the Revd
Alison Tomlin challenged the Church to listen and pay attention to
attention to God.

“If we pay attention to God we won’t stay inside the Church,” she said.
“If we pay attention to God we will have to do the things God
challenges us to do. And that will take us out to be among people who
need to know that God loves them; the people who have no voice; the
people who have doors shut in their faces. It will take us to that place where we become passionate for
justice, passionate to be peace makers, passionate to make sure other people hear how much they are
loved.”

She explained that every time people look at each other they look into the face of God because God
loves everyone.

You can read more of her address by clicking here or you can watch a recording on the Conference
website.

Eunice Attwood, the new vice-president of Conference, called on the Church to recognise the
transforming power of God's love.

But Eunice was clear that this love is as much as challenge as it is a gift.

“If the Church is to be a sign of God’s kingdom, it must participate in the world that God loves. For the
Church does not have the monopoly on God. God is already at work in people’s lives, in the world he
created and sustains. In being sent into the world we get to join in with what God is doing. In the doing
and engaging we meet God.”

Eunice spoke of her own experience of poverty, and of her current work with vulnerable women in the
sex industry. She encouraged the Church to take seriously its calling to serve communities in the spirit
of God’s love, saying, “l| want to be part of a church that throws parties for prostitutes - a church that
welcomes those who seek asylum, a church that longs and yearns for justice, a church that listens to
those no-one else wants to listen to.”

Again you can read more of her address including a transcript by clicking here or you can watch a
recording on the Conference website.

Methodist Web Radio also has audio versions of the speeches as well as all the sessions of Conference.
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Archbishop of Canterbury wants to see Church of England and
Methodist communities grow much closer together

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams, addressed the Methodist
Conference for 40 minutes, before responding to a wide range of questions
for a similar amount of time.

During that time the Archbishop contrasted the roles of the apostles Peter
and Paul in the Church, and what the contemporary Church could learn
from them.

- 1 L Dr Williams was asked what risks the Church of England was taking in
relation to the Covenant with the Methodist Church.

“The answer is not a lot,” he replied. “We are being invited, in the short to middle term, to work out
flexibility on models of ‘dual nationality’; that is, how two communities with two different histories can

develop some genuine overlapping life.

“Any act of reconciliation has to be mutual; Anglican clergy at every level accepting the ministry of those
they are being reconciled with.”

The Anglican-Methodist Covenant, signed in November 2003, puts the two Churches on a path of ever-
deepening relationships, mutual trust and co-operation on the road to a richer unity.

To view the Archbishop's time at Methodist Conference in full click here.

Methodist Church adopts carbon reduction policy

The Methodist Conference confirmed a pledge to reduce the Church's
carbon emissions by 80% by 2050 in line with government targets after
adopting resolutions set out in a carbon reduction report.

The Methodist Church in Britain has a carbon footprint of around 120,000
tonnes of carbon dioxide per annum for approximately 8,000 of its
buildings. The annual energy bill to the Church and individual ministers is
about £19 million a year. Cutting the carbon footprint has the potential to free up money that can be
used for mission.

All local Methodist churches will be asked to sign up to the Hope in God’s Future pledge now that
Conference has adopted the report.

For more details click here.
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Methodist Church to boycott goods from illegal
Israeli settlements
The Methodist Conference has voted to boycott all products from Israeli

settlements in the Palestinian territories, and to encourage Methodists
across Britain to do the same.

The decision is a response to a call from a group of Palestinian Christians,

a growing number of Jewish organisations, both inside Israel and worldwide, and the World Council of
Churches. A majority of governments recognise the Israeli occupation of Palestinian territories as
illegitimate under international law.

Christine Elliott, secretary for external relationships, said, “This decision has not been taken lightly, but
after months of research, careful consideration and finally, today’s debate at the Conference. The goal
of the boycott is to put an end to the existing injustice. It reflects the challenge that settlements present
to a lasting peace in the region.

“We are passionate about dialogue across communities and with people of all faiths. We remain deeply
committed to our relationships with our brothers and sisters of other faiths, and we look to engage in
active listening so that we act as agents of hope together.”

The Conference also adopted a statement calling for a full arms embargo against all sides in the
conflict. “This conflict is further fuelled by partisan support by other countries. Violence from all parties
in this conflict must be denounced, and a just peace sought for all peoples living in the region,” said
Christine.

The move to boycott is just one among a number of measures agreed by the Conference, which also
include a commitment to regular and informed prayer for the needs of those in region. Methodists
across Great Britain are also encouraged to visit the region, write to their MPs and engage in respectful
dialogue with Jews and Muslims on this issue.

For more information you can read the Conference report or watch the debate (beginning at 52 minutes
30 seconds).

Methodist youth push for advice on cohabitation at Methodist
Conference

The Methodist Church will look at cohabitation, at the urging of the Youth
Assembly. The annual report from the Youth Assembly, which was received by
the Conference, requires the Methodist Council to work with young Methodists
to produce advice on cohabitation “in a twenty first-century context”.

The resolution came out of a report from the annual Youth Assembly where
young people discussed vocation, self-esteem, violence, equality and diversity
and sex and sexuality.

To read the report click here.
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New Methodist hymn collection to be published in 2011

The Methodist Conference has announced plans to publish Singing the & ~.-\,;- e ."~" :

Faith, a major new authorised hymn collection for the Church. = & 5
A =

The collection contains 772 hymns and songs, plus 59 canticles and BN s> e

psalms. It has been six years in the making, and will be the first authorised . , o ; '.' :

Methodist collection in thirty years. Leading modern hymn writers, including R i

many Methodists, are represented alongside the best of Methodist heritage, such as hymns by Charles
Wesley.

Singing the Faith will be published by Hymns Ancient and Modern. The full music edition will cost £30,

the words edition £9 and the large print words edition £15. At a future date, these will be supported by
electronic resources, including a website offering a free range of extra resources and products relating
to the core hymn collection.

To discover more, click here or you can read the Conference report.

Racial Justice Sunday: 12 September 2010

This year the theme for Racial Justice Sunday is Migration - a key global

\\&f issue for Churches to understand and grapple with. Jointly produced by
‘t‘i”."’/ CTBI and that Catholic Association for Racial Justice (CARJ) these excellent

m|g ration 20 1 O worship resources are available for downloading later this month.

No hard copies are available, so if you know anyone preaching or leading worship who does not have
access to the web, why not download a copy for them.

The Methodist Church’s Racial Justice Committee hope that you and your church will benefit from using
this material on 12 September (or any other Sunday your church chooses to focus on racial justice
issues).

Send any comments about the resources to CTBI or to the equalities and diversity officer in the
Methodist Church.
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Support for listed places of worship

The Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme allows listed places of worship &
to claim back all the VAT incurred on repairs and maintenance work to the g
building, professional fees and repair works to fixtures such as bells and
organs.

Since its introduction in April 2001 over £107 million has been given back
to listed places of worship across the UK.

The scheme has provided great relief to places of worship faced with raising enormous sums for
maintenance and repair, and has enabled those who look after these valuable heritage and community
buildings to maintain them for future generations.

However the scheme is due to come to an end on 31 March 2011. To learn more go to
www.lpwscheme.org.uk or www.savetherefund.info.

There's still time to make your harvest abundant

Give thanks for the small things that make a big difference in our
with MRDF’s Abundant Harvest pack. Focusing on the parable of the
mustard seed and an MRDF project in Cambodia, the pack
encourages us to remember that everyone can make a difference in
lives of some of the world’s poorest people.

With a full service outline, all-age sermon and stories from Cambodia, N
couldn’t be easier to create a meaningful harvest service. The pack will help you bring a global
dimension to your celebrations, whilst allowing you to tailor the resources to suit your church.

Order your free pack today.

Conference: The World Faiths and the Environment

Christians Aware are holding at day conference, The World Faiths and the
Environment, on Wednesday 15 September 2010 from 10.00am to 4.30pm. It will
be at Hothorpe Hall, Theddingworth, Leicestershire LE17 6QX.

% In addition to workshops and seminars the artist, Jyoti Sahi will be giving a lectures
| on art and interfaith dialogue, and art and the environment.

For more information contact Christians Aware.
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The Gathering: 16 October 2010

The Gathering is designed to reveal the rich cultural heritage within the & '
Baptist family. ‘

Come and engage with ‘fresh expressions’ of mission, innovative models of )BE
leadership and soul stirring rhythms of worship.

It is held at Woodgrange Baptist church, Forest Gate, London from
10.30am to 4.30pm. The cost is £15 per person, including lunch and refreshments.

The day's theme Reaching the Margins which will explore how to equip black and white Baptists to
reach the white working class and other marginalised groups.

Although primarily aimed at Baptists, the subject's relevance crosses denominational boundaries.

For more information click here.

Filled with the Fullness of God
(MET Prayer Conference: 5-7 November 2010)

W The Letter to the Ephesians speaks of the source and the power of blessing. The
conference will explore how, through prayer and life, the promised power and
| presence of God can be released in all its fullness.

The guest speaker is the former president of Conference, the Revd Tom Stuckey.

The Conference takes place at Willersley Castle, Matlock, Derbyshire. There are both residential and day
visitor spaces. For prices and a booking form click here.
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